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Abstract of the research project
With the research project Planning and design methods in architecture – analysis and further develop-
ment illustrated by the example of social and health care buildings at the Chair for Architectural Design of
Social and Healthcare Buildings at the Dresden University of Technology, Germany, planning and de-sign
methods in architecture are to be investigated. The objective is to find ways and possibilities how to plan
and to design complex buildings, e. g. in the field of social and healthcare buildings. Therefore, this re-
search project intents to discuss questions about scientifically based planning and design methods. Ba-
sic criterions are to be found which take complex planning and design problems into consideration. The
criterions are the basis to analyse and to evaluate previous well-known planning and design methods and
to deduce general requirements on planning and design methods. These criterions are to be modified and
furthermore developed into a promising method. This method has to be examined if it is suitable for fur-
ther research. In addition, the application of the method in practise and in teaching students of architec-
ture is to be examined empirically.
The research project is financially supported by the DFG Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German
Research Council) since May 2000.
Research stay in England – Summer 2000
Duration 07.08.2000 – 06.10.2000 (8 weeks)
Work with Philip Steadman, Bill Hillier, Alan Penn, Peter McLennan
The Bartlett School of Graduate Studies at the University College London, UK
Rosemary Glanville, Susan Francis
MARU Medical Architecture Research Unit at Southbank University, UK
Visits Michael Jenks, Elizabeth Burton
Postgraduate School in the Oxford School of Architecture at Oxford Brookes, UK
Nigel Cross, Chris Earl
DDI – Department of Design and Innovation, The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK
Rachael Luck
Inclusive Environments Research Group, The University of Reading, UK
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Conference
Conference Co-Designing, organized by DEED/DRS, Coventry, UK, 11-13 Sep 2000
Contacts Because of attending the conference, there are now intensive contacts as well with:
Heike Goeller
Department of Industrial, Interior, and Visual Communication Design, The Ohio State Uni-
versity, USA
Mieke Oostra
Leerstoel Produktontwikkeling, Fakulteit Bouwkunde, TU Delft, NL
Oya Demirbilek
School of the Built Environment, Industrial Design, The University of New South Wales,
Australia
Library Research
British Library:
nearly complete selection of all important standard works
Environmental Studies Library at University College London:
compact fine selection of books about amongst others design of healthcare buildings and of planning and
design methods
Royal Institute of British Architects Library:
compact fine selection of books about amongst others design of healthcare buildings and of planning and
design methods, RIBA also offers a list of recommended books
Significant aspects developed through the numerous discussions – short overview
Definition of the complexity, the differences and the special charcteristics of social and healthcare buil-
dings, which are used as an exemple to demonstrate aspects of planning and design methods (MARU)
Illustration of differences between e. g. product design, engineering design and architectural design (Nigel
Cross and colleague)
Investigation on diverse ideas to simplify the planning and design of complex buildings, e. g. the standar-
disation for hospital design NUCLEUS (Nigel Cross and MARU).
Examination if other procedural guides are helpful whilst planning and designing complex buildings, see
e. g. Plan of Work (RIBA), Capricode (DHSS), CIM (NHS) (MARU)
Attention to new technics and so new ways of working on different phases of planning and design me-
thods, e. g. the computer for analysis: space syntax (Bill Hillier and colleagues) or the computer for illust-
ration (Philip Steadman and colleagues)
Comparison of the brief with the result (Post Occupancy Evaluation) (Mike Jenks and Colleagues, Nigel
Cross and colleagues, Peter McLennan)
Planning the brief and designing the structural results (MARU), programming of social and healthcare
building is very demanding, because the answers given depend on the questions asked (Mike Jenks and
colleagues)
Special ideas of changing the normal way of planning and designing hospitals through a changed team of
planners, designers and builders (Alan Penn)
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